Techno-Economic power at the heart of the 2025 U.S. National Security Strategy
By Christophe Bosquillon

The 2025 U.S. National Security Strategy (NSS) dropped on December 4th. The Secretary of
War said: “Out with utopian idealism, in with hard-nosed realism.” The NSS could even
further be translated as “Out with neoconservative/neoliberal ideological mythologies, in with
fiscally responsible, economy-driven geostrategic deterrence.” The NSS bottom line is that
America should remain an 800-pound gorilla but share global influence with the only other
two major powers it recognizes, Russia and China.

The Western Hemisphere is the de facto core position for undisputed U.S. power, integrity,
and uncompromising sovereignty. While the U.S. commitment to Europe remains, European
nation-states must step up to the plate and take charge of funding and leadership of their own
defense. The segment on "civilisational erasure" is directly aligned with the position already
made explicit by Vice President JD Vance in early 2025 at the Paris artificial intelligence
conference in France and the Munich Security Conference in Germany.

One of the most meaningful merits of the NSS is its call to reposition economic security,
industrial renaissance, and technological leadership at the heart of the U.S. strategy to deter
and prevail in the event of military conflict. The NSS refrains from mentioning "major power
competition," opting instead for an acknowledgement of spheres of influence. The NSS does
not antagonizes China, instead framing it as an economic and technological competitor, rather
than an ideological one. Sustaining American reshoring, reindustrialization, industrial base
funding, technological edge, manufacturing supply chains, and access to critical materials, is
what underwrites how the U.S. deals with China, deterrence postures notwithstanding. A
clear focus on economic competition allows the NSS to remain as vague as possible on the
potential for military confrontations in the Indo-Pacific.

Economy, Industry, Technology

In the 2025 NSS, the terms “economy/economic” are used 66 times and “industry/industrial”
19 times, including under “industrial base,” “industrial production,” and “industrial supply
chains.” As for “technology/technological,” they appear 17 times. The core meaning of a

dozen such mentions is captured as follows:

U.S. military power and diplomatic influence rest on a strong, resilient domestic economy.
National security depends on rebuilding America’s industrial base, restoring economic self-
reliance, and securing critical supply chains. Economic and technological competitiveness
over the long term is essential to preventing conflict and sustaining global leadership.
Further, the United States will actively protect its workers and firms from unfair economic
practices.

American power requires an industrial sector able to meet both civilian and wartime
production needs. Reindustrialization is a top national economic priority, aimed at
strengthening the middle class and regaining control over production and supply chains. The
U.S. will reshore manufacturing, attract investment, and expand domestic capacity,
particularly in critical and emerging technologies. Hence a credible military depends on a
robust and resilient defense industrial base.

globolsecurityreview.com



https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-National-Security-Strategy.pdf
https://www.realcleardefense.com/articles/2025/12/10/facing_facts_and_rolling_back_mythologies_the_new_national_security_strategy_1152378.html
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/breaking-down-trumps-2025-national-security-strategy/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-National-Security-Strategy.pdf

Preserving merit, innovation, and technological leadership is essential to maintaining
America’s historic advantages. Strengthening the resilience of the U.S. technology
ecosystem, especially in areas such as Al, is a national priority and a foundation of global
leadership. Thus, long-term success in technological competition is central to deterrence and
conflict prevention.

Economic Security First

The 2025 NSS references industries primarily through a national-security lens, rather than
civilian market categorization, including defense (industrial base, munitions production,
weapons systems manufacturing, military supply chains), manufacturing (re-shored industrial
production, domestic manufacturing capacity, wartime and peacetime production), energy
(oil, gas, coal, nuclear) and its infrastructure and exports, strategic supply chains (critical
materials, components and parts manufacturing, logistics and production networks),
infrastructure, both physical and digital to be built at industrial-scale, and strategic
technologies.

The 2025 NSS strategic technologies are artificial intelligence, explicitly cited as a
comparative U.S. advantage; other critical and emerging technologies such as dual-use and
strategic technologies tied to national power; defense and military technologie integrated with
industrial and innovation advantages; intelligence and surveillance technologies such as
monitoring supply chains, vulnerabilities, and threats; cyber technology including espionage,
theft, and protection of intellectual property; industrial and manufacturing technologies
aiming at re-shoring, reindustrialization, and advanced manufacturing; energy technologies
directly linked to economic and national security; and sensitive technologies protected via
aligned export controls.

The 2025 NSS treats economic power, industrial superiority, and technological edge as
inseparable pillars of national security. Technology is framed less as a civilian growth driver
and more as a strategic asset, a competitive weapon, and a deterrence multiplier. Civilian
industry is subordinated to national resilience, mobilization capacity, and deterrence,
reinforcing the 2025 NSS’s broader fusion of economic security, industrial policy, and
military strategy. This constitutes an optimal response to the Chinese “civilian-military
fusion” and “unrestricted warfare” model.

Space

While a mention of “space" appears only once on page 21 of the NSS, the second Trump
administration published on December 18th an Executive Order "Ensuring American Space
Superiority” prioritizing lunar basing and economic development by 2030 with a clear focus
on Artemis, cislunar security as a theatre, and space nuclear power on a schedule. To secure
U.S. assets and interests from Earth orbit through cislunar space to the Moon, integrating
commercial capabilities into the defense complex, reforming acquisition, and modernizing
the nation’s military space architecture become paramount. Space traffic management and
space situational awareness services are no longer solely provided by the U.S. government
for free.

Repositioning the U.S. as an unrivalled economic-industrial-technological leader provides

valuable opportunities to the Western Hemisphere and Indo-Pacific and Europe-Middle-East-
Africa regions: “The goal is for our partner nations to build up their domestic economies,
while an economically stronger and more sophisticated Western Hemisphere becomes an
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increasingly attractive market for American commerce and investment.” After 35 years of the
West divorcing itself from Reality, we now face a technology-savvy tripolar world. The NSS,
complemented by the Executive Order on Ensuring American Space Superiority, merely
reflects a long overdue readjustment to 21st-century geopolitics. These are fundamentally the
space, nuclear, and disruptive industries, focused in ways that achieve techno-strategic

OWer.
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