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With the recent war in the Middle East seemingly at an end, Greeks may think 
that they are at a safe distance from this crisis and rest easy. It is, however, important 
to remember that Turkey, Greece’s neighbor and long-standing adversary, played or 
continues to play a role in the varying crises across the region.   

Turkey provides advanced military equipment to Pakistan and financial 
support when necessary. The success of Turkey’s Bayraktar drones in Ukraine are but 
one example of Turkey’s push to build a technologically sophisticated military force.  

Greece, however, is focused on domestic programs and is developing a 
military capable of effectively deterring Turkey, should the desire to seize further 
Greek territory arise. Greeks are complacent and too willing to view membership in 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) as a guarantee against Turkish 
aggression. 

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi made a diplomatic visit to Cyprus on 
June 15, 2025. This was a fortuitous visit because India has long dealt with the kind of 
challenges Turkey poses to Greece. The country has also undertaken an effort to 
modernize its forces, which offers lessons for Greece. 

The United States, China, Russia, Germany, and India accounted for 60 
percent of the world’s total military spending, with their total expenditure amounting 
to $1.6 trillion. The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute’s (SIPRI) most 
recent data highlights that India is consistently investing more in defense, as security 
issues increasingly dominate national priorities. 

India is among the top five military spenders in the world, according to new 
SIPRI data. India’s defense spending increased by 1.6 percent in 2024, reaching $86.1 
billion, making it the fifth largest military power in the world. 

India’s first domestically produced hydrogen-powered drones are ready for 
use. Sharad Shah, Managing Director of Paras Defense Space Technologies, says his 
company is able to support India’s immediate security needs following the recent 
attacks. And just as India was preparing to launch deadly strikes on terrorist camps in 
Pakistan, Paras announced a strategic joint venture with Haven Drowns in Israel, a 
US-based global company recognized for its autonomous, hydrogen-powered, and 
mission-specific drones. 

The joint venture with Haven Drones will create a new capability in India for 
the design, manufacture, and supply of next generation drone systems tailored to 
India’s defense and internal security. These drones serve long-term plans to address 
global crises.  

Paras is a defense engineering company specializing in advanced cutting-edge 
optical systems, optoelectronic systems, and defense solutions—not originally a drone 
manufacturer. The drones that emerged from this Indian-Israeli collaboration were 
tested on the highly volatile border of Israel. What makes them a game changer for 
India is their resilience and autonomy. These are hydrogen-powered unmanned 
aircraft that can stay in the air five times longer than current systems and are virtually 
silent, making them ideal for round-the-clock surveillance. One model can hover 500 
meters above the ground, maintaining continuous surveillance of vast areas. 
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The recent escalation of tensions between India and Pakistan in the Pahalgam 
region of Kashmir underlines a harsh reality; persistent surveillance and rapid 
response are no longer optional—they are urgent. Paras is focused on providing real-
time intelligence and countermeasures through surveillance technologies that can be 
deployed without delay and is working with India’s Ministry of Defense to ensure 
border security.  

Both India and Greece must give maximum effort to protect their borders with 
state-of-the-art drones that can both prevent entry of illegal aliens and detect enemy 
movements. Greece can benefit greatly from drones in the Evros, which borders 
Turkey by land and sea. India has similar challenges in the Kashmir region, which 
borders Pakistan, and in Arunachal Pradesh, which China illegally claims by calling it 
South Tibet. These common challenges make India a natural partner. 

India’s defense sector has experienced strong growth in recent years, driven by 
the government’s strong emphasis on innovation and increased defense spending. 
Rising border tensions and global geopolitical challenges spurred both domestic and 
international orders of Indian defense hardware, demonstrating increased confidence 
in the capabilities of Indian defense manufacturers. 

The domestic defense industry grew to Rs 1.27 lakh crore (over $18 billion) in 
2024, registering a remarkable growth of 174 percent since 2015. This impressive 
growth is supported by government efforts along with foreign military sales that 
include more than 17,000 items, which encourages domestic production for the 
international market. 

It is time for Greece to start developing its own heavy industry sector and to 
stop relying on tourism as its source of revenue. In the 1980s, Greece even stopped 
making automobiles and started depending on loans from European organizations. 
Given Greece’s central location as the buffer between Europe and the Middle East, it 
is time to start investing in its own domestic arms manufacturing industry which is 
exactly what the “Made in India” movement is all about. 

Of course, Greece does not have a domestic arms industry, but it understands 
the complexity of the simultaneous crises that impact the country. It is because of 
worsening conditions that the Greek Air Force is strengthening air defenses on Crete.  

There is, however, positive news. Minister for National Defense Nikos 
Dendias proposed the creation of a defense dome, Achilles’ Shield, for the country. 
This effort is already underway as part of the Agenda 2030 effort. This follows the 
approval of the New Force Structure and the 12-year Armament Program by 
parliament and the Kysea. These efforts are a good start. 

If Greece follows India’s example and invests in an indigenous arms industry 
that serves both Greece’s needs and an international market, the endeavor can prove 
successful. Restoring domestic industrial production is also an important undertaking 
for a country that has largely seen its domestic manufacturing industry perish. Greece 
has too long rested on its laurels while Turkey modernized its military and grew its 
domestic defense industry. Taking the positive elements of India’s efforts and 
avoiding their mistakes can serve as a path forward for Greece.  
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